Roundtable with the Romanian Ambassador to Egypt
Tuesday the 10" of December 2025

EBA has held a Roundtable meeting with H.E. Mrs. Olivia Toderean, Ambassador of
Romania to Egypt, Mr. George Petrusan Commercial Counselor Embassy of Romania in
Egypt. The meeting was chaired by Eng. Ali Eissa, Chairman of EBA and by Dr. Ahmed
El Sokkary Chairman of the joint business council and attended by Eng. Hassan El Shafei,
EBA Board Member Advisor of Egypt Romania Business Council, Dr. Omnia Fahmy Vice
Chair of the Council, Dr. Mohamed Youssef Executive Director of EBA and Mrs. Dalia
Youssef Division Director of International Relations and Membership Affairs

Main Topics of Discussion

The meeting opened with welcoming remarks from Eng. Ali Eissa, who highlighted the
longstanding relationship between Egypt and Romania, noting that 2026 marks 120
years of diplomatic ties , He emphasized the growth of bilateral trade, which is expected
to reach USD 1.5 billion by the end of 2025, and pointed to expanding cooperation in
agriculture, energy, industry, green hydrogen, and tourism, with Romanian tourist
arrivals surpassing 200,000 in 2024.

Eng. Hassan Shafei , EBA board member expressed appreciation for the Ambassador’s
participation and reiterated the historical depth of relations. He praised the progress of
the Egyptian Romanian Business Council since its establishment and stressed its role
in strengthening economic dialogue. He affirmed the readiness of the Egyptian private
sector to enhance cooperation with Romania, especially in trade, investment, cultural
collaboration, and joint initiatives.

Dr. Ahmed Sokkary provided an overview of the activities of the Egyptian side of the
Business Council, noting its 24 years of operations, numerous joint meetings, high-
level visits, and cooperation agreements with key Romanian institutions. He outlined
the main areas of economic collaboration—particularly tourism and transport,
construction and building materials, pharmaceuticals, and agriculture. He also
presented the Council’s strategic recommendations, including improved connectivity,
expanded SME cooperation, joint ventures targeting EU and African markets, and
facilitating business visas.

Ambassador Olivia Toderean delivered a comprehensive review of Romanian Egyptian
relations. She noted that bilateral trade, which once stood at USD 30-50 million, has
exceeded USD 1.2 billion in several years, with ambitions to reach USD 2 billion in the

near future. The Ambassador highlighted active Romanian participation in Egypt’s




energy and gas sectors, as well as growing Egyptian investments in Romania in
cosmetics, paper products, and consumer goods. She emphasized the strength of
political and cultural ties, the need to modernize economic cooperation in light of
changing global conditions, and the importance of engaging younger generations
through business, education, and cultural exchanges. She also announced an upcoming
large Romanian delegation in February including health, veterinary, and food safety
authorities, to hold targeted B2B meetings and explore expansion in agricultural trade,
particularly wheat. New cooperation opportunities were identified in digital
transformation, hospitality, education, creative industries, real estate, and joint
manufacturing.

The Romanian Commercial Counselor, Mr. George Petrosan, noted that cooperation
between both sides is focused on three main areas: energy projects, agricultural
products, and industrial goods, machinery, and equipment — including automobiles.
He added that Romania is one of the most important Eastern European markets for
exporting fruits and vegetables, and that many Romanian companies regularly
participate in Food Africa, and in specialized energy exhibitions for the fifth
consecutive year.

Dr. Omnia Fahmy, Vice Chair of the Council, affirmed the depth of the historical and
cultural relations between the two countries. She highlighted the broad opportunities
available to enhance economic and investment cooperation and called for making full
use of these opportunities to achieve the strategic goal of increasing the volume of
bilateral trade.

During the open discussion, EBA members presented the key challenges they face in
exporting, importing, logistics, certification, and market access, particularly in
agricultural produce, fertilizers, and industrial goods. These concerns were listened to
very carefully and were well received by both the Ambassador and the Commercial
Counsellor, who responded constructively, clarified procedures, and expressed full
readiness to provide support, guidance, and follow-up through the embassy’s economic
team.

The broader session addressed additional opportunities, including harmonization of
trade statistics, improved access for Egyptian agricultural products, and enhancing
competitiveness in fertilizers and grains. Business and investment opportunities were
identified in automotive components, renewable energy, medical services, and
sustainable construction. Rising demand for Egyptian labor in Romania and the need to
expand educational partnerships were also highlighted.




- It was recommended at the end of the meeting to prepare company profiles, product
lists, and seasonal supply calendars ahead of the February Romanian delegation visit.

- All parties affirmed their commitment to expanding trade, investment, and cultural
cooperation and maintaining close coordination between the Embassy, the Business
Council, and the private sector.




